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French Broad RiverFrench Broad River

• Called Long Man by 
the Cherokee.

• Tributaries Chattering 
Children.

• French Broad got 
name from first 
settlers.



French Broad River WatershedFrench Broad River Watershed
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2020’’ss--5050’’s Unregulated Pollutions Unregulated Pollution

• 1957 Pollution Survey
• 273,000 people and 34 

points of significant 
pollution.

• Choice between cutting 
pollution and growth.

• Untreated Domestic 
Sewage and Industrial 
Waste.

• “To thick to drink and to 
thin to plow.”



““Who Killed the French Broad?Who Killed the French Broad?””
““The French BroadThe French Broad””

by: Wilma by: Wilma DykemanDykeman
• 1955- seven years before 

Rachael Carson’s Silent 
Spring.

• “When we turned away from 
the spring at the edge of the 
kitchen yard and turned on 
the faucet in our porcelain 
sink, we turned off our interest 
in what came out of the 
spigot.”



Clean Water ActClean Water Act
19721972

• Restore and maintain 
the chemical, physical, 
and biological integrity of 
the Nation’s waters.

• Eliminate pollutants 
discharged to surface 
waters by 1985.

• All waters will be 
fishable and swimmable 
by 1983 wherever 
attainable.

• Targeted point source 
pollution.



NonNon--Point Source PollutionPoint Source Pollution

NonNon--Point Point Source PollutionPollution
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• 6th fastest growing state in the US. Surpassed New 

Jersey.
• From 1982-2002, NC’s population increased by 42%, 

while developed land increased by 82% —Almost 2 
million additional acres of developed land. 

• Henderson County alone is 
expected to grow by 30% by 2020

• Buncombe County= 23% by 2020
• Developed Land has increased by 

174% in French Broad Watershed













Growth?

• In ATL recent sprawl development sends 
an additional 57 billion to 133 billion 
gallons of polluted runoff pour into streams 
and rivers each year. 
– Atlanta’s “losses” in 1997 amounted to 

enough water to supply the average daily 
household needs of 1.5 million to 3.6

million people per year. 
– That water could have been and reused.



How do we grow?
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Smart Growth?







• 50% of 
domestic 
water 
use is to 
flush the 
toilet and 
water the 
lawn



• Average American uses about 115 
Gallons a Day

• 59% is for domestic use
• 50% of that is to flush and water the lawn

• That equals 10,177,500,000 
Gallons a Day to flush and 
water the lawn



What can we Do?
• Numerous water Saving 

Methods: 
• shorter showers
• only wash full loads
• fix leaky toilets
• Brick on your toilet
• Low flow appliances 

(toilets, showers, dish 
washer).

• Recycle water (ex: 
dump your extra water 
in your pets bowl

• Capture shower water 
for reuse



• Rain Barrels 
• Cisterns
• Water Recycling

• http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/rainbarrels.htm





What Should Government Do?

• Require and Incentivize Water Reuse and 
infiltration
– Tax Breaks, Cost Share, Fee Reduction

• Consider water availability
when planning future
Growth
• Raleigh Example
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French Broad RiverkeeperFrench Broad Riverkeeper
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Environmental Education
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Best Management PracticesBest Management Practices



Stream Restoration
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Volunteer

• Internships in all fields
• Environmental Education in 

Schools.
• Cleanups
• Office Work
• Research
• TV Show
• Interpretive Guide
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• RiverLink is non-
profit membership 
driven organization.

• We rely solely on 
Donations, 
Memberships, and 
Grants.

• www.riverlink.org
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